
Religious Studies Curriculum Overview - Year 5

Unit Details

What would Jesus do? Can we live
by the values of Jesus in the 21st

Century?

This investigation enables pupils to learn in depth from Christianity, considering in a detailed way some teachings of Jesus and the
ways they are applied today. Pupils will consider examples of what Jesus said, and how Christians today respond to the challenges
of his teachings.

God
What does it mean if God is Holy

and Loving? (UC)

Identify some different types of biblical texts, using technical terms accurately. Explain connections between biblical texts and
Christian ideas of God, using theological terms. Make clear connections between Bible texts studied and what Christians believe
about God; for example, through how churches are designed. Show how Christians put their beliefs into practice in worship. Weigh
up how biblical ideas and teachings about God as holy and loving might make a difference in the world today, developing insights of
their own.

What does it mean to be a Muslum?
This unit enables pupils to learn in depth from different religious and spiritual ways of life about being a follower of the Muslim
religion. Pupils explore the five pillars of Islam and the importance of these to Muslim believers. Pupils will gain a greater
understanding of Islam and what we can learn from its beliefs, values and ideas. This investigation provides an opportunity to learn
about the Qur’an and other forms of guidance and visit a Mosque.

People of God
How can following God bring
freedom and justice? (UC)

Explain connections between the story of Moses and the concepts of freedom and salvation, using theological terms. Make clear
connections between Bible texts studied and what Christians believe about being the People of God and how they should behave.
Explain ways in which some Christians put their beliefs into practice by trying to bring freedom to others. Identify ideas about
freedom and justice arising from their study of Bible texts and comment on how far these are helpful or inspiring, justifying their
responses.

Salvation
What did Jesus do to save Human
beings? (UC - (This is taught across

one day)

Outline the timeline of the ‘big story’ of the Bible, explaining how Incarnation and Salvation fit within it. Explain what Christians mean
when they say that Jesus’ death was a sacrifice, using theological terms. Suggest meanings for narratives of Jesus’ death/
resurrection, comparing their ideas with ways in which Christians interpret these texts. Make clear connections between the
Christian belief in Jesus’ death as a sacrifice and how Christians celebrate Holy Communion/Lord’s Supper. Show how Christians
put their beliefs into practice.

Why do some people believe that
God exists?

This investigation enables pupils to learn in depth from different religious and non-religious groups about belief in God. Pupils
enquire into the key question- raising questions about the nature and existence of God focussing on Christian ideas about God.
Pupils will consider why people do or don’t believe in God and the impact that might have on the way they live their everyday life.
This investigation provides an opportunity to meet Christians, agnostics and atheists and ask questions about why they do or don’t
believe in God.

If God is everywhere then why do
we go to a place of worship?

This investigation enables pupils to learn in depth from different religious and spiritual ways of life about worship, drawing out more
detail, history and diversity through focussing on places of worship. Pupils learn about the various purposes of a place of worship as
well as how believers see these places. Pupils think about the idea of God’s presence on earth and in believers’ lives. Opportunities
to debate are given, including of the key question, to offer pupils a chance to reflect for themselves on the value and purpose of
worship in religion

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12dUpVKUP0zTZNBHimVzBAd8k3OBpebTC?usp=share_link

