
Art Curriculum Overview - Year 4

Unit Details

Storytelling Through Drawing
Drawing & Sketchbooks

Pupils will explore the work of two artists who create illustrations that tell stories. Pupils will respond to their work
through verbal discussion in class as well as by collecting and consolidating information with visual notes. Pupils will
use toys, poetry, and their own text to create richly illustrated narratives contained within a single drawing. Pupils will
juxtapose objects to create their still life scenes from which they will work. Pupils will explore the materials charcoal,
chalk, compressed charcoal pencil, and eraser to make their drawings. Pupils will explore how they can build and share
a story through a series of images. They will work from evocative literature or poetry to create either a concertina or a
poetry comic. Pupils will have lots of opportunity to explore different materials such as charcoal, graphite, ink, or pastel.
Pupils will use sketchbooks to develop ideas throughout. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect on
the half term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.

Cloth, Thread, Paint
Surface and Colour

Pupils will become familiar with the work of artist’s Alice Kettle and Hannah Rae. They will respond to their work
through peer discussion and will demonstrate their understanding of how they can use sketchbooks to collect, process
and consolidate information while they look at artists’ work. Pupils will begin to understand how artists use a variety of
marks by deconstructing their work and recording the different marks that they can see. As they see the diversity of
mark making, they will begin to make their own creative decisions about when to use marks in a particular context and
will gain an understanding of how the marks they choose will affect the final drawing. Pupils will begin by creating a
variety of marks in stitch on plain canvas, taking inspiration from the marks that they made in the previous week. They
will go on paint canvas according to the theme, demonstrating paint mixing skills. They will use their sketchbooks as a
tool to develop ideas, explore colour and experiment with mark making. Pupils will explore drawing source material as
stimuli or will take inspiration from their own local environment. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect
on the half term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.

Telling Stories Through
Drawing & Making
Working in Three Dimensions

Pupils will look at the work of artists Inbal Leitner and Rosie Hurley to see how they use their sketchbooks to develop
characters and refine ideas. They will respond by filling a couple of pages in their sketchbooks with visual notes about
what they are thinking and seeing. Pupils will try three simple exercises to help them draw from life and explore how
we might use exaggeration as a tool to help us convey the intention of our drawing. Pupils will use line and shape and
will also create a watercolour wash painting to consolidate all that they have learnt in the session. Pupils will translate
text into imagery using shape and line. They will use their sketchbooks to respond to the original stimulus before
developing a sculptural character, Pupils will, re-interpret, and re-invent the character whilst exploring the qualities of
different materials. They will explore character, narrative, and context to create their sculptures showing consideration
for form, texture, material, construction, and colour. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect on the half
term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  

Art is taught on a carousel with Design Technology, which is taught during the other half terms.
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