
Art Curriculum Overview - Year 3

Unit Details

Gestural Drawing with
Charcoal
Drawing & Sketchbooksl

Pupils will begin to explore charcoal as a drawing material. Pupils will respond to the work of contemporary artist Laura
McKendry and great master Edgar Degas. Pupils will compare the artists and will share their thoughts in peer
discussion. Pupils will discover the qualities of charcoal, opening their minds to the mark making possibilities. They will
explore how charcoal responds to various complementary materials. Pupils will think about how they can experiment
with mark making to create line, shape and tone. Pupils will begin to think about light and dark by being introduced to
the term ‘Chiaroscuro’. Pupils will be reminded of the beginnings of drawing and use charcoal and their hands to make
marks on a page. Pupils will gain experience using new techniques with charcoal such as smudging, erasing, and
using fingers as a mark making tools. Pupils will explore how they can use charcoal to respond to narrative and create
a dramatic atmosphere. They will continue their exploration of chiaroscuro through creating dramatic sets. Pupils will
consider tone, composition, texture, and depth when they build their dramatic sets. Pupils will display their work in a
clear space and reflect on the half term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer
discussion.

Exploring Still Life
Surface and Colour

Pupils will become familiar with the term ‘still life’. They will respond to the work of Cezanne by capturing elements of
his paintings in their sketchbooks, focusing particularly on colour, line, and shape. Pupils will engage in a drawing
exercise to help them see shapes / explore line and colour. Pupils will explore a variety of contemporary artists who
study still life in different forms. They will respond verbally in class discussion. Pupils will compare contemporary work
with the work of Dutch and Flemish 16th Century artists. They will record and reflect throughout in their sketchbooks.
Pupils will use collage to create their still life artwork. They will paint their own sheets of paper, thinking about line,
colour, and texture to use in their collage. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect on the half term,
sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  

Sculpture, Structure,
Inventiveness &
Determination
Working in Three Dimensions

Pupils will explore artists who draw parallels with other beings (birds) so that we can learn about ourselves. They will
engage in peer/class discussion and will collect information and reflect in their sketchbooks by making visual notes.
Pupils will create observational and experimental drawings of nests using a variety of media. Through their work they
will explore how drawings might be neat or messy as an expression of their personalities. Pupils will test materials in
sketchbooks. Pupils will use their own instinct and intuition to make sculptures of a nest. They will question what it is
like to be a bird placing the first tentative twigs in place to build their nest. Pupils will explore different materials and
construction methods to build inventive nests. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect on the half term,
sharing what they like, what they would like to try again, the creative journey, and the skills learnt through peer
discussion.  

Art is taught on a carousel with Design Technology, which is taught during the other half terms.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11D3wNJk-_79-7mDMFrSpnLgiZGmGtJsC?usp=share_link

