
Art Curriculum Overview - Year 2

Unit Details

Explore and draw
Drawing & Sketchbooks

Pupils will become familiar with the idea that other artists are inspired by exploring and collecting things in and around their environment.
They will record their thoughts and feelings about the artwork in their sketchbooks and will visually list places and things that they can
explore and collect from school, home and their local area. Pupils will demonstrate their curiosity by exploring their playground or school
area to collect items that inspire them. Pupils will play with the objects to create new shapes and patterns on the ground. Pupils will
decide which objects to bring back to the classroom before continuing to play with pattern and composition. They will demonstrate sorting
skills by grouping objects by colour, size, material, and type. Children will take photos of their arrangements and reflect on their gathering
and documentation. Pupils will work in sketchbooks using a variety of media (hand-writing pens, pencils). They will draw the things that
they collected in week 2, becoming familiar with exercises like continuous line drawing and feely drawing. They will begin to develop
hand-eye coordination through slow drawing and understand that they can explore an object through touch. Pupils will use the skills that
they have picked up in previous weeks to create a finished drawing. They will be introduced to wax resist techniques and will start
considering ‘composition’ when making work. Pupils will display their work in a clear space and reflect on the half term, sharing what they
like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion. 

Be an architect
Working in Three
Dimensions

They will learn about architecture in their local area and engage in peer discussion about local landmarks. Pupils will be challenged to
make several drawings in sketchbooks using hand-writing pens taking no longer than 5 or 10 minutes, thinking about line and mark
making. Pupils will be introduced to the work of Hundertwasser and will use images and videos to frame discussion around his work.
Pupils will respond by collecting and gathering information visually in their sketchbooks using a range of materials. Pupils will use the
‘design through making’ approach to make their own architecture. They will be inventive about the shapes and structures that they will use
and which 3d forms they want to create. Pupils will address questions of how their architecture will stand, the purpose of it, and who it will
be made for. Pupils will respond to interventions designed to give them fresh perspectives or ideas. Pupils will display their work in a clear
space and reflect on the half term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  

Exploring the world
through mono print
Surface and Colour

Pupils will work in sketchbooks using hand-writing pens and soft B pencil to make close observational drawings of the natural world from
images and film. Children will continue to develop their hand-eye coordination through slow drawing, picking out the things that interest
them, playing with scale and line. Pupils will continue to develop their careful looking and mark making whilst they create small drawings
of small objects. They will work in sketchbooks or on larger sheets of loose paper creating small drawings of lots of varied small objects.
Their sketchbooks will be filled with drawings capturing the movement and energy of the images and films in week 1, juxtaposed with still
and small drawings completed this week. Pupils will reflect in small groups about whether they prefer drawings from week 1 or 2. Pupils
will explore the work of an artist who uses mono print and create their own monoprints using carbon paper, creating observational
drawings of objects. They will demonstrate that they can use oil pastel to experiment with colour, shape and line; taking creative risks to
see what can be achieved with this technique. Pupils will continue to discover the potential of carbon paper monoprints whilst exploring
narrative or invention. They will work alongside in sketchbooks to make notes about their discoveries. Pupils will display their work in a
clear space and reflect on the half term, sharing what they like and what they would like to try again through peer discussion.  

Art is taught on a carousel with Design Technology, which is taught during the other half terms.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/113zsgnySLhmZUkXJDvXLY-ZQsCHXPy-Z?usp=share_link

